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Mrs. Lucy F. Covington
Box 451 .
Nespelem, Washington 99155

Dear Mrs. Covingtons

Thank you for your letter L1 ,
termination proposal and for sending along the tabul:
on the recent election lwld on the m&rmm Iw
appreciate having the m ma ﬂm when M ~
available. ;
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LEASE: Go;V}lﬁe Iné}gns;joécfgfgfhinafibﬁ g'Eg'l.
Colville tribal elebtioné were held on the reservation

iifgggazéu¥g§110,Tg959, for seven of the fourteen positions on the
r . 1s year saw a spirited political campalgn between

of retaining it in Indian ownership.

Candidates opposing termination méde a
g clean sweep in all
dist§icts80n the reservation. The anti-termination candldgtes
received 853 reservation votes, while those calling for liquidation

of the reservation received only 404.

Final tabulation of all votes will not be known until absentee
ballots are counted Thursday, May 15. The Colville Tribe is one of
the few in the country that allows absentee ballots to be cast by
those who do not return to the reservation on election day. In recent
years a majority of all votes cast have come from absentee tribal
members-~last year 658 voted on the reservation, and 706 voted absentee.
Thls means that non-residents who often don't know the candidates
and who often have no interest in tribal affairs actually control

the running of the reservation.

The question of liquidating the reservation has been a
burning issue in all past campaigns. Absentee voters have put members
on the tribal council who promise to liquidate the reservation and
distribute the proéeeds to all members. This appeals to many
absentees who have moved away from the reservation and do not enjoy
their special reservation rights and privileges. : ;

~ But a majority of local resident Colvilles are opposed to
having their land and Indian rights sold out from under them. In
previous campaigns the anti-termination v ~have been split between
many candidates, and absentee votes have swung the final count in
favor of liquidation candidates. Thus the ruling tribal council ha

oné'candiqatesfgr;da
~ expression of reserv:
candidates in an o
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A votggligzinihts ietiitegfighg iandidates and the number of
favoring liquidation of the rese aturday's election. Candidates

rvation are indicated by asterisk.
OMAK DISTRICT ~ '
Barbara Marohand
Larry Zacherile. .
#Thelmg Marchand....,;.... ¢es105
*Narcisse Nicholson, Jr.. .+ 102

NESPELEM DISTRIGCT B ;

Shirley PalmMer..eeeesscecees 172
Jimmy. orr.......00.“‘0....0"'139
William Picardlo.cco;onoojoiy 36
*Francis Moore...;.;

..‘..0...0 32

INGHELIUM DISTRICT el : I e
Amadee Whifoney......."....i‘.-.. 90 :
Loretta PakootaSQ‘t.oqoo.a..n»83. ; 4 3 ; : . L
*Dean Bourgeau......-.k...o.o- 59 \ e i
#Alice Lavrenceoouo'ooooofo§’o 57» ;

KELLER DISTRIGT g Bt
arence. Osmpobasso !
*Barnay Rickurd..a,,'
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COPY i

February 16, 1972

Mrs, Lucy Covington

Vice Chairman
Colville Business COuncil

Box 451
Nespelenm, Wéshlngton

Dear Mrs. Covington:

In response to your telegram to Forrest Gerard,
I have discussad the status of 8, 1104, to provide
for the disposition of funds arising from judgments
in favor of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation,,with the committee staff and am d
to advise you that it will be considered at t )
regularly scheduled executive session which
anticipate will be haldwi%};n»a& week or so
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L SKA154 JM PD NESPELEM WASH 15 1235P PST
FORREST GERARD PROFESS IONAL STAFF MEMBER

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS FONE INDIAN AFFAIRS SUB COMMITTEE
WAS HOC : i i ’ ‘

PLEASE ADVISE ON STATUS OF THE COLPILLE CONFEDERATED TRIBE
JUDGEMENT DISTRIBUTION BILL

LUCY S COVINGTON SEC COL BUS COUNCIL.
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